
What type of 
woman 
entrepreneur 
are you? 

Caroline 
The creator
She values work-life balance, 
flexibility and control.

Launched a premium home renovation 
business four years ago after her 
children started primary school.

Tanya 
The leader
She’s an experienced business 
owner who’s hungry for growth 
and success. 

Started her high-end food 
preparation business 8 years ago.

Kaoruko 
The builder
She’s serious about her business but 
doesn’t have a lot of experience.

Co-founded an online clothes shop 
with her best friend three years ago.

Where does she want to go?
 >Wants the business to take off 
so she can be financially secure. 

 >Truly cares about delivering quality 
products to customers.

Her motto

“My young business  
is my passion.”

Sara 
The founder
She’s ambitious and isn’t afraid of 
breaking new grounds.

Co-founded an app company that 
received venture capital (VC) after 
finishing university.

Where does she want to go?
 >Wants to scale up quickly to build 
a leading technology company. 

 >Wants to be respected in the world 
of VC, but she’s wary of being treated 
differently as a woman. 

Her motto

“What drives me is building 
a flourishing business.”

Where does she want to go?
 >Wants the business to develop 
organically. 

 >Dreams of living abroad running 
a meditation retreat.

Where does she want to go?
 >Wants to become a leader in 
the ready-to-eat retail market. 

 >Does not want to sacrifice her 
personal time and hobbies.

Her motto

“Work is important, but 
I want to have time for 
other things in my life.”

Her motto

“My business is like my 
baby. I’m helping it grow.” 
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have annual 
revenues below 
$100,000

have more than  
10 years of experience 
owning a business

strongly believe 
financial institutions 
take them seriously 

get inspiration from 
successful women 
entrepreneurs

Sales and 
marketing 

Access to 
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Do you recognize yourself in any of these? 
No matter what kind of entrepreneur 
you are, success will always be defined 
in your own terms. 
Whether you want to grow a multimillion-dollar corporate 
champion or build a small business close to home,  
BDC is there with the financing, investment and advice 
you need to achieve your goals.

Learn more at bdc.ca/woman. 

1 All data is taken from a series of workshops, interviews and a Canada-wide survey of entrepreneurs held on behalf of BDC in 2017.

BDC talked to almost 300 women entrepreneurs across Canada1 to understand 
what drives them and what challenges we can help them overcome. We found 
that women entrepreneurs have different needs and aspirations depending on 
where they find themselves in their business journey. 

Meet the four types of women entrepreneurs 
we’ve encountered along the way.
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http://www.bdc.ca/woman

